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Decision 
Richard Wyles 

 S151 and Chief Finance Officer 

         
  

 

Contribution to Pitch Repairs, Grantham Stadium 

This Officer Delegated Decision (ODD) report proposes the release of funding from the Grantham 
Special Expense Area reserve to contribute towards the repair of the Stadium pitch.   

 

Decision made by: Richard Wyles 

Decision: To release £11,000 of funding from the Grantham Special 
Expense Area reserve to contribute towards the cost of pitch 
repairs at Grantham Stadium. 

Date: 9 September 2022 

Public or Exempt: Public 

Reasons for exemption: N/a 

Conflicts of interest: No 

Policy compliant: Yes 

Details of delegation: Under the Council’s Financial Regulations, the Chief Finance 
Officer is delegated to approve the use of established reserve 
budgets up to the sum of £100,000. 

 

 

Contact 

Karen Whitfield, Assistant Director for Culture and Leisure 

 
01476 406239 

 karen.whitfield@southkesteven.gov.uk  
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1 The Purpose of the Report 

1.1 Included within the Council’s Corporate Plan 2020-2023 is a commitment to build healthy 

and strong communities, a key priority being the provision of high-quality leisure facilities 

across the district. 

1.2 The Council owns South Kesteven Sports Stadium in Grantham.  The facility is used, via a 

leasehold arrangement, by Grantham Town Football Club, who have priority use of the pitch 

on match days and also occupy some areas of the stadium building.  

1.3 Under the terms of the lease EnvironmentSK were originally responsible for maintaining the 

football pitch, including grass cutting and white lining at a cost to the Council.  In August 

2020 Grantham Town Football Club requested to take over the maintenance of the pitch at 

their own expense. 

1.4 On 29 August 2022, the pitch was condemned and deemed unplayable due to an infestation 

of chafer grubs and the subsequent damage caused to the pitch by crows and foxes.  

Grantham Town Football Club have been given a short timescale of no more than six weeks 

to repair the pitch and recommence their home fixtures by the football league. 

1.5 Due to the urgent nature of the works the football club commissioned advice from Fineturf 

who a long-established company offering bespoke sports pitch renovation.  It was their 

recommendation that a full strip and re-seed of the pitch should be carried out at a cost of 

£22,000. 

1.6 The remedial works were carried out during the week commencing 5 September 2022. 

There has been significant support from local community and club volunteers who are 

attending to the aftercare and watering of the pitch. 

1.7 Grantham Town Football Club have launched a crowd funding initiative in a bid to raise 

funds to offset the cost of the pitch refurbishment.  To date this has raised more than £8,000.  

The club have also approached the Council for financial assistance. 

2 Comments of Consultees 

2.1 A meeting was held on 8 September 2022 between Grantham Town Football Club, Council 

Officers, and the Deputy Leader of the Council to discuss the issues and the financial status 

of Grantham Town Football Club.  

2.2 At this meeting it was agreed that the Council, as the owner of Stadium, had a responsibility 

to assist the club with the cost of the repairs.  It was proposed that the Council would 

investigate whether funds could be secured for half of the cost of the pitch repairs in the 

sum of £11,000.  

3 Available Options Considered 

3.1 As the owner of the facility, and under the terms of the current lease, the responsibility for 

maintaining the pitch falls to the Council. 

4 Preferred Option 

4.1 To release £11,000 from the Grantham Special Expense Area reserve to fund half of the 

cost of the pitch repairs. 

 

 



 

 
 

5 Reasons for the Decision (s) 

5.1 It is considered that without intervention from the Council Grantham Town Football Club will 

face serious financial hardship and cannot cover the cost of the works. 

6 Financial Implications  

6.1 The required remedial work to the pitch was of an urgent nature.  The club have undertaken 

fundraising activity to offset some of the cost and have secured significant community 

support to manage the aftercare responsibilities.  This has limited the Council’s financial 

exposure.  The Grantham Special Expense Area has contributed towards the costs of the 

Grantham Town Football Club and the associated stadium use so it is appropriate to access 

funding from the SEA reserve to meet the costs set out in this report. 

6.2 The Council’s Financial Regulations provide for a release of approved reserves up to the 

sum of £100,000.    

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Chief Finance Officer  

7 Legal and Governance Implications  

7.1 This decision is compliant with the Council’s Financial Regulations. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Graham Watts, Head of Democratic Services and 

Deputy Monitoring Officer 

8 Equality and Safeguarding implications 

8.1 No significant issues have been identified.   

9 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

9.1 A positive partnership between the Council and Grantham Town Football Club can bring 

further benefits in terms of funding opportunities to replace old and energy inefficient 

equipment at the Stadium.  Options will be explored following the execution of a new lease 

arrangement, this is expected to be signed by the end of the financial year. 

10 Appendices 

10.1 None. 

Report Timeline: Call-in deadline (where applicable) N/A 

Date decision effective (subject to call-in)  N/A 

 

Signed by:    Richard Wyles  

   

Date: 9 September 2022  


